Churches in the Parlor

John McAllister & Brother of Philadelphia
By; Dr. William Allen Zulker

“Churches in the Parlor” by William Allen Zulker, was published in Stereo World magazine,
March/April 1998, Volume 25, Number 1. pgs. 12 ff.
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Above the tower of City Hall, overlooking Philadelphia, PA, stands the gigantic thirty-
seven foot high statue of William Penn whose dream was to create a community of “brotherly
love” (Philos-Adelphos in Greek).

A devout Quaker, Billy Penn believed that everyone should be able to worship as one
pleased. Born in England in 1644, he personally experienced the effect of opposing the state
religion — The Church of England — as he was imprisoned three times, once in the Tower of
London, for preaching and writing in favor of Quakerism. Philadelphia, the city he founded in
1682, was destined to become a center of religious freedom as churches of many different
faiths were built. There was room for all in Penn’s town. When a certain Episcopalian priest
criticized Penn for allowing a Roman Catholic Mass to be publicly celebrated, Penn strongly
defended an impartial liberty of conscience to “Jesuits and papists” as well as to all others.

In the days before the advent of radio, television, sports arenas, and automobiles, the
Church played a very significant role in the life of the city and its people. For many it was the
focal point of community activity outside the confines of their homes. The Church was not only
the proclaimer of the “Good News” and the instructor of “Right Living,” but it was also a
magnet drawing together strange combinations of people in corporate worship. The rich and
the poor, political leaders and commoners, all laid aside their distinctions as they sang hymns,
read the Bible, and prayed together.

The Church also symbolized the highest and best in life, not only in morals and ethics,
but also in the arts. Church music and architecture inspired the heart and mind to look beyond
the tyranny of the present moment. Their beauty and excitement idealized the future.

It is not surprising then to note that the Church was the tallest, the largest, and the most
magnificent building in the community. Seating accommodations in the Church were only
secondary; its silent yet visible majestic presence primary. It was a well-designed reminder that
life is not confined to an earthly existence and that overshadowing all of life is each person’s
religious faith and commitment.



The importance of the church in the 19" Century was particularly noted by the
photographers and stereographs in the developmental years of the new art of “picture-taking.”
In Philadelphia, John Moran and others photographed both the exterior and interior of many
churches. Many of these photographs were sold by the famous McAllister firm. The evening
Bulletin, on Wednesday, December 19, 1860, carried an article titled, “The Church in the Parlor-
A Capital Idea.” It read in part as follows:

McAllister and Brother, the well-known Opticians, North 725 Chestnut Street, have originated an idea in
the line of their business that cannot fail to come very popular, and the first successful fruit of which they have just
introduced to the public. They have had faithful photographic views taken, for the stereoscope, of the interior of a
number of churches of the city... and the sacred interior is brought literally, so far as the optics are concerned, to
the parlor of the possessor.

The McAllisters, though Presbyterians, did not limit their photographic attention to only
Presbyterian Churches. They were astute businessmen who sensed the interest that
parishioners of any church would have in purchasing three-dimensional pictures of their own
places of worship. Thirty different churches pictured on stereographs produced by McAllister
and Brother from 1860 to 1864 have been viewed by this writer. Some of these are at the
Library Company in Philadelphia and others at the Library of Congress in Washington. These
include: Protestant Episcopal 16, Baptist 3, Presbyterian 4, Roman Catholic 2, and 1 each of
Reformed Presbyterian, Lutheran, Unitarian, United Presbyterian and Reformed Churches. In
addition, there is a noted stereo-picture of the officers and members of the General Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church from May 16 to June 1, 1861. The reverse side of the stereograph
lists the names of the 153 ministers and the 111 ruling elders who were commissioners to the
General Assembly.

The McAllister name is well-known to collectors of photographica. John Sr., born in
Scotland in 1753, came to America in 1775 with his brother William and temporarily settled in
New York. The British invasion of New York provided the impetus for the brothers to quickly
move to New Jersey and then on to Philadelphia. John’s first business was the manufacture of
whips and canes until a friend, Benjamin Franklin, persuaded him to expand his stock of goods
to include spectacles and other optical devices. By 1796 his business at 48 Chestnut Street
advertised “a large assortment of spectacles, reading glasses, concave glasses, goggles,
and...new glasses in old spectacle frames.” Shortly after the turn of the century, his son John
graduated with honors from the University of Pennsylvania, at the remarkable age of 17 years,
and joined his father in business. He married the daughter of William Young, who was the Vice-
President of the United States from 1823 to 1825. The reputation became widespread as they
supplied bifocals for George Washington, President Thomas Jefferson, President Andrew
Jackson and other dignitaries such as Chief Justice Tilghman, Count Joseph Bonaparte, and



Henry Clay. The Wills Eye Hospital reports that McAllisters made the first eye-glasses to correct
astigmatism.

The father, John McAllister, Sr., was a devout Christian who served as a ruling elder for
45 years in the Associate Presbyterian church. A receipt for his payment of $9 for the annual
pew rental of the church in 1829 is on file at the Presbyterian Historical Society in Philadelphia.

While still in business at the turn of the century, John McAllister, Sr. and a friend
identified only as J.K. conducted a five-week preaching tour throughout parts of Pennsylvania
and Maryland for the purpose of “setting forth the Gospel.” His handwritten diary reported the
details of the 462 miles they traveled, the 23 meetings they conducted, the names of families
from whom they obtained accommodations, and other interesting anecdotes.

Upon the father’s death in 1830, John Jr. managed the optical business until his own
retirement in 1835. The business then passed to William Young McAllister, the grandson, until
his brothers Thomas Hamilton and John Allister McAllister joined him in 1852. Others
associated with the McAllisters were Walter R. Dick and John White Queen. Cohen’s
Philadelphia City Directory of 1860 listed John Jr. as a “gentleman” apparently indicating that
though worthy of recognition, he was now retired from business. His retirement at age 49 gave
him ample time to continue an active life with numerous interests. It is reported that he was
the first paying-babysitter in the pioneer daguerreo-type studio of Robert Cornelius. The
political debates which occurred in the Congress of the United States were particularly
stimulating to his inquiring mind.

Because he was an avid collector of old pamphlets, newspapers, maps, and manuscripts,
many sought him out for information he had collected and carefully filed. His many scrapbooks
of newspaper clippings on file at the Historical Society of Pennsylvania have provided
considerable information for this writer. His practicality led him to devise a system for the
numbering of houses and streets which is still in use today in many cities and towns. The
famous Wills Eye Hospital of Philadelphia honored him by electing him to the advisory capacity
of Manager, prior to the formation of a Board of Directors. He also contributed generously to
the University of Pennsylvania and was its oldest living alumni when he died in 1877 at the age
of 91. The Historical Society of Pennsylvania appropriately recognized the loss of one of its most
respected members for fifty years in a memorial notice quoted in part as follows: “He did justly;
he loved mercy; he walked humbly with his God.”

The McAllister’s business expanded to include a wide variety of optical items including
stereoscopes and stereographs. McAllisters, familiar with many photographers who had their
shops on Chestnut Street, collected their works and sold them from 728 Chestnut Street, where
they boasted of the largest shop-window in Philadelphia. Their catalog of February, 1858,



shows drawings of a Brewster type viewer of mahogany with brass tubes (eye pieces) for just $2
each or $21 per dozen.

The 1861 catalog issued by McAllister and Brother advertised a listing of 106 different
glass stereographs that could be viewed by a stereoscope, or through a stereopticon projector.
The slides sold for $12 per dozen. In addition, they listed 170 views on either glass or paper
mounts, colored or plain, with prices ranging from $3 to $21 per dozen. It is interesting to note
that though the catalogs were selling photographs they included only engraved drawings of
photographs. Printers did not learn the process of transferring actual photographs to the
printed page until several years later.

The series of stereographic pictures of Philadelphia Churches produced by McAllister
and Brother was a natural result of the family’s involvement in the life of the church. It seemed
to be a means of highlighting the significance of the church in the development of the city of
Philadelphia. This photographic history more than equals the value of any written record. It
captures and reconstructs the Past as it was, without the encumbrance of words or
interpretations. It is self-interpreting.

Along with the stereographs of churches, the McAllisters carefully recorded additional
data on the reverse side of each card including the dates when the churches were organized,
the cornerstones laid and the buildings dedicated; the style of the architecture and the name of
the architect; the size of the buildings; the seating capacity; the height of the towers; and the
names of ministers as well as others including the sexton.

One famous architect, Thomas U. Walter, Esq., was the architect of the U. S. Capitol
Extension in Washington, the State Capitol Building in Nashville, Tennessee, as well as Girard
College, the U. S. Bank (Custom House), the Church of the Epiphany, Trinity Church, and the
Third Reformed Dutch Church, all in Philadelphia.

John Notman was the architect of the Church of the Holy Trinity, built in 1857. It is one
of Philadelphia’s landmarks today, still with an active ministry. Notman was also one of the
founders of the Pennsylvania Institute Architects.

Of the 30 churches photographed and published by McAllister, 14 still exist in the same
location, more than 120 years later they are:

e The Cathedral of St. Peter and St. Paul at Logan Square.

e Christ Church, 2" Street above Market.

e First Reformed Presbyterian, Broad Street between Spruce and Pine. Original
building demolished and rebuilt in 1897 as Chambers-Wylie Memorial
Presbyterian Church.



e 0Old Swedes Church (Gloria Dei at Delaware and Christian)

e St. Peters, Third and Pine.

e St. Stephens, 10™ between Market and Chestnut.

e West Arch Street Presbyterian, 18" and Arch.

e West Spruce Street Presbyterian, 17" and Spruce (now the Tenth Presbyterian
Church).

e Church of the Holy Trinity, Walnut and 19" Streets.

e St. Andrews, 8" Street North of Spruce (now St. George’s Greek Orthodox
Cathedral)

e St. Lukes, 13" below Spruce.

e St. Malachi, 11" above Master.

e St. Mark’s, Locust between 16" and 17" Streets.

e St. Pauls, 3™ between Walnut and Spruce.

Two of the oldest churches in Philadelphia are Old Swedes’ Church and Christ Church.
Both have impressive histories. Old Swedes (Protestant Episcopal), also known as Gloria
Dei Church, was organized in 1677. The building was erected in 1700 at its present
location (Wicaco) at Delaware Avenue and Christian Street. At first there was
considerable disagreement among the Swedes, who were divided as to the best location
for the church. Some wanted it at Wicaco and others at Passyunk. They settled the
matter by choosing lots. Two pieces of paper were prepared with Wicaco written on one
and Passyunk on the other. After being shaken in a hat and thrown on the ground, one
was taken up and opened. The name Wicaco appeared. Dissension ceased at once and
all joined in singing a hymn of cheerful praise.

Christ Church (Protestant Episcopal) at 2" Street above Market included among
its worshipers Betsy Ross, Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, and many other
famous persons from colonial days to the present. The Church has been in continual
usage as a place of worship for over 250 years. A present day comparison of the Church
edifice with the stereographs of December 1860 shows very little change in either the
exterior or interior with the exception of electrical lighting. The original church built in
1695 was replaced by the present structure erected on the same site in 1727. The
steeple and chimes were added in 1754. In 1708, Queen Anne of England presented a
silver flagon, cup, and paten to be used in the celebration of Holy Communion.
McAllister stereographs pictured these vessels, still possessed with pride by the church
today.

The Church of the Intercessor, another Protestant Episcopal Church, was built in
1859 at Spring Garden Street below Broad. The large sanctuary, 64 feet by 100 feet, was



described as “being lighted at night by a gasallier, containing 104 burners, which gives a
clear and steady light.”

Trinity Church, on Catherine Street between 2" and 3“’, was dedicated in 1822.
The Rt. Rev. Bishop White disapproved of the organization of this new parish because of
its location, considering it impossible for the church to succeed in that area of the city.
His predictions were proven wrong as the church became very successful and found it
necessary to enlarge the sanctuary.

The First Reformed Presbyterian Church began in 1798 and held worship services
in two locations before erecting the third edifice in 1854 at Broad Street between
Spruce and Pine Streets where it continues its present ministry as the Chambers-Wylie
Memorial Presbyterian Church.

Rev. Samuel Brown Wylie, D.D. and his son Rev. Theodorus W.J. Wylie were both
ministers of the Church, with the father serving 50 years from 1802 to 1852 and the son
from 1843 to 1860. The present edifice, built in 1901, was designed in the early English
Gothic style with clerestory. This writer, a clergyman, has often been the guest preacher
in this church and in the Tenth Presbyterian Church at 17" and Spruce Streets known to
the McAllisters as the West Spruce Street Presbyterian church which once had a 250
foot steeple. The Church was made famous in the 20" Century through the ministry of
nationally known Bible teacher Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse, and presently of Dr. James
Montgomery Boice. Few churches today can boast of the beauty of this Gothic
sanctuary and its original Tiffany stained-glass window.

The Cathedral of Saints Peter and Paul, (Roman Catholic) located at Logan Circle
was begun in 1846 and not completed until 1863. This magnificent edifice is 136 feet
wide, 216 feet long, and 104 feet high. The dome rises 240 above the pavement. When
Pope John Paul Il visited the United States in 1979 a special platform was constructed in
front of the Cathedral where Mass was celebrated before several thousand observers.
Additional millions watched via world-wide television, a photographic phenomenon just
a few scientific leaps beyond the optical skills of the McAllisters.

The church series of stereographs furthered the success of the McAllister family
business which spread from Philadelphia to New York City. In 1865, one of John Jr.’s
sons, T.H. McAllister, located his establishment at 49 Nassau Street and became a
leading distributor of magic lanterns, lantern slide series, microscopes, and
stereopticons. The zoetrope, anamorphoscope, parlor kaleidoscope, and polyprism
were only a few of the exotic optical devices sold by McAllister through his 136 page
catalog.



The contribution of the McAllisters to the field of the optics, and particularly to a
variety of photographic forms, is immeasurable. In addition, the stereographs of
Philadelphia churches by McAllister are a reminder to the present day stereo
photographer of the importance of capturing on film a rapidly disappearing present.
Who knows, or can estimate, the value of the photographic heritage some
photographer will leave for a future generation by the pictures one takes today.
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MC ALLISTER STEREOGRAPHS

These sixteen stereographs accompany the article above “Churches in the Parlor” by William Allen Zulker,
published in Stereo World magazine, March/April 1998, Volume 25, Number 1. pgs. 12 ff.

All views from the author’s collection

(1) McAllister & Brother, October 1860, “Saint Andrew’s Church, Philadelphia.” Still standing north of
Spruce on 8" Street, the structure is now St. George’s Greek Orthodox Cathedral. This view, looking
straight up the center aisle toward the altar, is typical of many of the McAllister. church stereos.

ant Andrew’'s

4 Saint Andeew’s Chuvch,

Is situated on the west side of Eightly Street novth of Spruce Street.

ol

The Corner Stone was laid September 5th. 1822, and the building rapidly completed from plans furnished by John Haviland Esq., and
by Rt. Rev. Bishop White, May Slst, 1823, : kS e G CR

The Front is one of the most perfect specimens of the Grecian Tonic order taken from the Temple of Bacchus, at Teos. The building is 130 feet J

in length, by 65 feet ih breadth.
s |
Rectors,

GREGORY TOWNSEND BEDELL, D. D., from 1822 to 1834, Died August 30, 1834.

JOHN ALONZO CLARK, D. D., from 1835 to 1843. Died November 27, 1843.

THOMAS MARCH CLARK, D. D., from 1843 to 1847. Now Bishop of ‘the Diocese of Rhode Island,
WILLIAM BACON STEVENS, M. D., D. D., from 1847 to present time.

-
NUMBER OF COMMUNICANTS, SIX HUNDRED.

NUMBER OF SUNDAY SCHO0L SCHOLARS, SEVEN HUNDRED October, 1860.

- Entered according to Act of v‘-hmn! in the year 1800, by McArusTie & BroTHER, in the Clerk’s office of the Distriet Court of the United States for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania.
' »




A typical obverse view from McAllister’s Churches series. Some provide more historical background on a
particular congregation’s church building or buildings, and many include lists of past rectors or pastors

(2) McAllister & Brother, May 1861, “First Baptist Church, Philadelphia.” This includes some people
patient enough to remain immobile for the duration of the doubtlessly very long exposure required to
capture an interior image on the wet plates of the day.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, PHILADELPHIA
4




(3) McAllister & Brother, March, 1861, “First Unitarian Church, Philadelphia.” Dedicated in 1828, the
unadorned white marble structure contained one of the largest organs (by Standbridge) in the United

States.

The Fivst Baptist Chuehy,

N. W. Corner of Broad and Arch Streets.
Philadelphia.

As early as 1698, a community of Baptists met for worship in a store house, at the N. W. corner of Second and Chestnnt streets : they soon removed
to Morris’ Brewery, near the Drawbridge, and in 1707, became permanently established in a meeting house, which had been erected by the Keithian
Quakers, in Lagrange Place, on Second street between Market and Arch streets. In 1731, the house was rebuilt; and a still larger one was erected
on the same site in 1762, which continued as a place of worship for nearly a century.

In 1852, measures were taken to build a New Church in the western part of the city, which resulted in the erection of the present edifice. It
was dedicated May 4, 1856. The structure is in the Byzantine Style of Architecture, built of Brown Stone, including the three towers; the tower
at the South-east angle is surmounted by a spire of stone, Jooming up to au altitude of 226 feet. The Organ Gallery is to the rear of the Pulpit. The
Baptistery is conveniently located in the platform upon which the Pulpit stands. Designs were furnished by 8. D. Button, Esq., Architect. ¥

Although service was held by the Baptists in Philadelphia as early as 1698, yut the church was regarded as only a branch of that at Lower Dublin,
the same Pastor officiating at both places; but on May 15, 1746, the Congregation was duly constituted xs a distinct Church.

Pastors,

Rev. JENKINS JONES, from 1746 to 1760. (With him for several years was associated the Reyv. EBEN EZER KINNERSLY, A. M., the celebrated
Electrician and friend of Franklin )

»

Rev. MORGAN EDWARDS, A. M. from 1760 to 1771. | Rev. HENRY HOLCOMBE, D. D. from 1813 to 1824,
Rev. WILLIAM RODGERS, D. D. from 1772 to 1775. Rev. WILLIAM T. BRANTLY, D. D. from 1826 to 1837.
Rev. ELHANAN WINCHESTER, from October 1780, to May 1781. Rev. GEORGE B. IDE, D. D. from 1838 to 1853.

Rev. THOMAS USTICK, A. M. from 1782 to 1803. Rev. JAMES H. CUPHBERT. A. M from 1855 to 1861,
Rev. WILLIAM STAUGHTON, D. D. from 1805 to 1811. l %
May, 1861.

Eatared acoording to Act of Congrass in tne year 1851, in the Clerk’s office of the District Court of the United States for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, b_;
McALLISTER & BROTHER,
728 Chesnut St., Philadelphia.




(4) McAllister & Brother, March, 1861, “West Spruce Street Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia.” Now
known as the Tenth Presbyterian Church, this 1857 structure still stands at 17 and Spruce Streets and is
one of the Philadelphia churches in which the author has served as a guest preacher.
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WEST SPRUCE STREET PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. PHIL#

West Spmee Street Lreshptevian Church.,

South West Corner of Spruce and Seventeenth Streets.
£ Philadelphea.

7™ The Byzantine style which prevails in this building, affords a pleasing variety to the usual character of the Church architecture of our city.
The designs were farnishéd by Mr. John McArthur, Jr., Architect of Girard House, House of Refuge, La Pierre House, Presbyterian Board of Publi-
cation, Franklin Market House, &¢.
e i':Phe muhteris];l of the edifice is briclk, with brown sandstone for dressings. At the northeast corner is a tower 25 feet square, surmounted by a spire
eet in height.
The Lectuif'a Room, Sunday School Apartment, Trustee’s Room and Pastor’s Study, are contained in an addition at the southern end. The
Audience Chamber is 66 feet wide, by 80 feet long, with a well proportioned and highly ornamented vaulted ceiling, 50 feet high at the centre
The Corner Stone of the Church was laid April 26, 1855; the Lecture Room opened for service, May 18, 1856; and the Main Kdifice on the first

Sunday in January, 1857. =
Lastor, |

Rev. WILLTAM P. BREED. TInstalled June 4, 1856.

AT AR,

SEsstoN.—John 8. Hart, James Tmbrie, Jr. Morris Patterson, George Junkin, Henry D. Sherrerd
DrscoNs.—Johu McArthur, William L. Macticr, Charles 0. Abbey.
SUPERINTENDENT OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL—George Junkin. Muarch, 1861.

Entered according to Act of Congress in the year 1861, in the Clerk’s office of the District Court of the United States for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, by
McALLISTER & BROTHER,
728 Chesnut St., Philadelphia.

EX: SOLLECTION OF

ViV & RGN LowDeEw

(5) McAllister & Brother, December, 1860. “SAINT MARK’S CHURCH, PHILADELPHIA.” The 1849 church
still stands on Locust between 16™ and 17" Streets. Its Gothic style architecture is well documented in
this view which shares some similarity with the contemporary but photographically superior work of
G.W. Wilson in England. (See SW Vol. 8 No. 2. Vol. 21 No. 5)
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building. It is constructed entlrely of freestone, the inside walls being lined with the same; the wood work throughout is of solid oak.

of stone from the base to the apex.

The north and south aisles are each 14 feet wide, by 100 feet long.

service, October 21, 1849.

e

A

(PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL ) i
£ 2
Locust Street, bet Sizteenth and. Seventeenth Streets, {

Philadelphin ?

This beautiful Gothic structure is remarkable for the purity of the style, and for the si

}
plicity and ch 33 which characterize the whole |'

- On the south side, near the west end, is the tower through which is the principal entrancs. T_he tower with the spire, is 170 feet in height, and

The interior of the building is 138 feet in length. The chancel is 38 feet deep, by 23 feet 6 inches wide. The nave is 28 feet wids, by 100 feet long.

The windows are filled with stained glass, executed by the Messrs. Gibsons, and are elegant specimens of taste and skill. 2 1
Mr. John Notman, Architect, farnished the plans for the building, and it was erected under his immediate superintendence. 2
The corner stone of Saint Marl’s church, was laid by Rt. Rev. Bishop Potter, on Saint Mark’s day, April 25, 1848; and the church opened for

Rector, f
Rev. J. P. B. WILMER, from 1849 to the present time. :
December, 1860,

, - 7 % 5 |
Entered according to Act of Congress in the year 1860, in the Clerk’s office of the District Court of the United States for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, by E

e McALLISTER & BROTHER,,
ey Sl X - 728 Chesnut St., Phi

e S

The church is well-known for its “Lady Chapel” and its silver altar given by Rodman Wanamaker in
memory of his well-loved first wife Fernanda who passed away early in their marriage.

(6) McAllister & Brother, “THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 1861.” Gathered in the Seventh Presbyterian
Church, the officers and members of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church held a well-

disciplined, rigid pose for this rare indoor group shot. The back lists the names of the 264 people in
attendance (even those not visible).

12



©
<
b
o
>
-t
@
=
W
W
@
<
.|
=
o
w
z
L
(v}
ul
X
-

51

5:.,3 o G
1OPPLA Yuisop
[reIsung, [ Aauogy
UOSAUIOTT, UYO|
BRI, WIRITITAL
oyding 1104 (1)

lamung Gepuexa[y

JIMMOIS T

Suudg v
aomady Suray
pavdoqs ‘(1 ydosor
sy001g gdosop

- [ordwoy w g “uorL

I0[[OR SR
JOpPpPuos M P
$0Ju0s g "M “UOTL
WosIoLY N “UOFL
T1ossny Yy "y,
20£0g g 8ILIRYD

(0 SURTHOd A AR P
ST D T
UOSTIRITIAL *D) “f*

fuosurur[iigy sowvp

J300)S0 M Y UL
B[P @ uyop
SHEA 10q0Y

Hm:ﬂ >P L
q;b § sewony,
mr B@kce—<

S SEUON, S L
.ahaﬂ. SOLIBTL)

HON?FH bl R

BO)SUIUISS (L *AL

urAg [enuey

AG PPN O o

RS P L

WNLOE T .8,5

[ QU030 Oup
(I D1oudE T AL
“qBunds Lpoy

19008 m
a;s% O8I A

3‘2 L uyo
TIRMOJ 10} EAL |

ﬁn MO Sﬁons
(I I SI93pOY I
YOBOY SOUTY|

* U ([ SPIUE( UOT]
UL[URY Y J90Y
Q0L [PNTITYS
(I ‘491004 I L
zaﬁaﬁdm SLUOT
wapud Y [PnEs
UI0QSQ) SRH[IBI
PUY[MIN UHO[
APON °8 'soqy,
TUaN urof

vao0opy ydasop
W § uyor
BTN d MIMpE
YOOI T
PIIDY 981099
TO0URTL A WRITTAL
UOSIY SLUWOL,

R RUERT NE R
(A LI RCI i
J9JSOIBI )
ULOSOIY ALUOE
PIBAOI oL
PIOYOOI Uyof
s43an3a

uR[eg WUl
uopa I

0@ ‘WOp30 'V L
3P0 N 0
TPMAN Ry
QIOWYNNY "V '
(I PATIASU N AL
Swrmg oy ydosog
Agdangy -9 ‘soqy,
REVATS (TS

@A PIFUON D
BN LB T
:EE?E Ay
@SB )’
SaIBIY V'V
SIOUILIN H
UMY *d V. "ULAL
Asgeqeiy [oniuey
Aospovy 1] sawwg
UOSTOYJOI JIOGOY
A YOI A
BN [PLUB(T
TOVIRIAOIN WAL
SINUTOR *3
WEIMHOIY HOq0Y
WOAT] *0) PIARG
PO d L

@@ paort SHAL
Fuory Iy 1
Lospurry ' uowy
TojBorp uyop
007 sapmy)).

uBw Ay I
QOTAIMNT [OnWES

2y Ul 3§a§bl§ma 03

o Aantodwsf, VITIVA * *@ 910
W) pAmS A NI0GXAT NEHOL

“T98T T ounp gun g1 LBy Woi— ﬁ:ﬁ.mm ‘HOMNH() NVIMEIAHSIN HINTA!
Aof vy fo SIS Pan ) UL
VIHALAGSIYd FHL

. 40 mxwms.us_ ANy wmwo_uue

40 >._m_>_mmm

iy

58? v
QLINOT J1¥AL “UOLL

U Y o
SIMOT D [
097] DO
TOSMUT ") WM
AR CTL
ouvT *f WUIILAL
aeouuryy peqdue)
DBOYUL IV sowep|
T03] WRITTEAL
UOJSUO * SRTUOT
UOISTOL UYo
NOSUTTIINE 71 4
Loarpduingy (s
PIBYONTL 'S SR
UOJSNOTL WUITIIAL
TIPOF] POBIOFL
Aauoy uo3awy) L
QUL *H) I
UOSI(IVE] *A Souwu
UCIHLWRE ¥ Y
31y R0 N
1sony) I WIRITIIAL
8501y D XolY
ONITNY

Ay wyop
aFo10d W'
00U 1T UIOL,
SOUOf* I Wop
@@ SDA0EL A [
T UL NGO
QLI Y D)
JUN L UreHIIAL
PIVAARH "ML ‘S0P
01407 * M4 SowRp
OMOLGUIOTT TT "4\
sudog ‘I L
Q@ suRdo 1L
(0 (1 0SPaTL seq)
URUINODY] ") "05Y)
TIOIME] sowep
sPugsel| (| utop
UOSLMVE] Y "M
@ qposoddeg |
TOSUUF] YUINOZOT]
UOJ[IUIRTT WAL
TIHERIT IR 8

@ @ TIEH D 'V
Soute ‘M 'V
§aAVIY) A 'V
TRWPOOY) S I
o&wez:w “H sowmg
Aopsey) 'y [pnuey
JOSRAT 981091)
8010, URIDO))

- SLT AN W7
aeynbawg uyope
FIOLIE Sl
@ ( ‘SpIeApd [
WOPBHT WBH[TA
uojes ‘W L §
TURUISHL d (UAY

q @ Spomost ‘@l
wmm.rm_z_s_

\, :
POoAI0T tadaly /Mnivgﬁm M
SpIousoY "M IT;

@I uNIy
JOYSLT
SFULAGL IUN

Aseq@ Ex—E 3 |
weyduuung ]
auo) MoIpuy
SqTOY TSI
1oodAur) uyoe
OV 3 I
YOI APAIRTT
TEAPIY) 44 AL
Apoyerg 1 ydols|
pavog 18

("uq) MoqIue QO |
(p N Toqee oy |
_ syueg soutup
QUAGUB{UY WAL
armprE )
Lopreg O i

ULV I "WA\ UOTT
IDPURXD[Y SRIGL

ANV T, SIOUBLY |
(I (I Uosppeuod 'y -
PRO( Ty

(I UORIOL SUTAD) |
QA UosuBRIE M|
I91Z0.1() WO
MO D)
QUKL "N ‘|
10RO M
U0 qoosf
Losyuop *q unop
JIpuo) H L
TRIT200) MOIPUY
SIV[O MR
SIBID M e

SR dnomoh,

Jnugsoln) ‘W SouE|
(T (T 19389T() UL
Mpaud d 8|
Trequuney) wAy
Teqdure) y ugog |
SUOLTTE *H) (T
U0y I CE
£SA1 A Kauorp
LB D |

JugL MOIPUY
poutng W |
UIMDIRT "V ']
OB L, WO
doxug T M
weoprd I H |

OB B LTI o
@ SIOuE )
uguuy wel
e RIGEREINIE
A RIY T M

dunqn( seuep
NIamon

HO NounETh0n svm
QUAUDULAT (T TTITHOW T, XA
Loapor A (@ SNV () NHO

NO¥ ® AIA

Shafts of

PHILADELPHIA.”

t in front of the pulpit. The next view in the ser

2

(7) McAllister & Brother, December, 1860, “CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRINITY

sunlight enhance th
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, lighting the pews
taken from the front, looking back through the same shafts of light toward the organ loft above the
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main entrance. The church, by architect John Notman, was only one year old when the view was made
and still stands at Walnut and 19" Streets.

(View #1 - Chancel)

._.___-——————‘7 i e e e 3 = ; S
Y V) @ * t
x Gharech of the Zholy Trimity,
: (PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL,)
Southwest corner of Walnut and Nineteenth Streets,

Philadelpbin.

ity i test and finest additions to the church architecture of the city.
The Church of the Holy Trinity is one of the la t he
ilding i the style generally known as the Norman. 5 s z A .
e ’1\(§' cg?es:;:ﬁt:g::tsgﬁ:éll‘gs l;hreaydoc;grways deeply recessed and highly enriched; over the main door is a c1rq€lllar ;cgil ;{;&d;)vgrglégg
'th%;iﬁ:; z;{)m:s‘ “i“ the Northeast corner, is a massive tower with a base of 32 feet, which is intended to be surmounted with a be D
with s . ;
e i i in wi i Ited ceiling 60 feet high in the centre. The Galleries are supported
i th, by 68 feet in width, with a vau ceiling gh | ¢

e (t:)hanix{b(zr l::;l(} Sccfielignllgls]lg;lignw ,thu'y; dispensed with, an unobstructed view of the chancel is afforded from all parts 1of ;:lge cl&ltl;((:il:’.of']iltx‘z

8}‘111 powiexzfu;etg;ixscsiwr‘ix&re l:;.ving a width of 3-1=°feet, and a depth of 17 feet. Itis lighged throughdsw'nued glass at the apex. The pulpit is 0
e : id di i h site side. The Font is of very neat design. e "
Chmf:lihnetg;ztggﬁtgn?ﬁ: thrgk;g:ie)?%luni%d(ii:sgl,( :}n?itcff %:gg:pondiug architecture, is a substantial Z-i)mldmg containing ample accommodation for the
Suncﬁy %(ﬁ’;l%oighn Architect, furnished the design for the building. Mr. N. is also architect of 8t. Mark’s church, Calvary Presbyterian church,
Ts 2 5

ete. - 5 .
%‘ﬁe 2&:‘1::1('1 s%xl)ﬁas;? mfﬁﬁ?&?i‘;’nﬁe Holy Trinity was laid by Rt. Rev. Bishop Potter, May 25, 1857, and the church wag opened for worship,
e 3

| March 20, 1859.
| Hector,

| A. H. VINTON, D. D.
\ : December, 1860.

& Ei d ding to Act of Congres: in the year 1860, in the Clerk’s office of the District Court of the United States for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, by
ntered accor 3

McALLISTER & BROTHER,,
- i 5 3 728 Chesnut St., Philadelphia.

(8) McAllister & Brother, December, 1860, CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRINITY, PHILADELPHIA.” Shafts of
sunlight enhance this view, lighting the pews just in front of the pulpit. The previous view in the series
was taken from the back, looking forward through the same shafts of light toward the chancel and the
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pulpit. The church, by architect John Notman, was only one year old when the view was made and still
stands at Walnut and 19" Streets

(View # 2 — Organ Loft)

(PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL,)

' :  Southwest corner of Walid and Nineteenth Streets, ; Fhs
. A Philadelphia. : , ] s
E .

rinity is one of | iti hitecture of the city.
» Church ly Trinity is one of the latest and finest additions to the church arcl
Church 9; th‘:n?frgcted ofgtone’; in the style generally known as the I\:ll_)}t]%?:ll. Sl ns
n Nineteenth street presents three doorways deeply recessed and highly en #OTERIe X L

The
Th ;
ﬁth%éinea glass. At the Northeast corner, is a massive tower with a base of 32 feet, which is !
| feet high
E

~ The ;mdiepce chamber is 118 feet in length, by 68 feet in width, with a vaulted ceiling 60 feet high in the centre. The Galleries are su

AN x 2 g - e
truss br 1 ine thus dispensed with, an unobstructed view of the chancel is afforded from all parts of
"-cimetl:;:?fgc:]:ﬁgz gt? éigfeet, and g depth of lll% feet. It is lighted through stained glass at the apex. The pulpit is
at the north side. The reading desk is at the oppusite side. The Font is of very negt;'Qeslgu.udm o St e
& At*ﬁ:ewesfem end of the main building, and of corresponding architecture, is a substantial bu 3 ; amp ; e

;Sun(ﬁ.i' %‘?hoglﬁ,omn, Architect, furnished the design for the building. Mr. N. is also architect of St. Mark’s church, Calvary Presbyterian church,

i

ete.

:’E:: %?s%é? }:)l{englll.{l?;‘l?ac)(;‘%he Holy Trinity was laid by Rt. Rev. Bishop Potter, May 25, 1857, and the church was opened for. worship,

March 20, 1859.

Bestor, o

“A. H. VINTON, D. D..

(9) McAllister & Brother, December, 1860, “SAINT PETER’S CHURCH, PHILADELPHIA.” This church,
already 99 years old in this view, remains at 3" and Pine Streets. According to McAllister’s text on the
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back, “The interior of the church has received but few alterations from the original design, and with its
high backed pews, antique pulpit, etc., is a well preserved specimen of a church of the olden time.”

% Southwestoomer of Third and, Pine Streets.

- Pbiladelphin,
ect a new church “at the south end of the city, on a lot of ground hte! Y ]
of the province for that purpose;” and the following persons were appointed a committes to superinten ! the g of the
. viz: Joseph Sims. Dr. John Keavsley, William Plamsted, Jacoh Duché, Alexander Stedman, James Child, Evan Morgan, Redmon | LonynJham,
ood Shute. Johu Wilcocks, Samuel McCall, Jr., James Ilumphreys, and William Bmg!xam (see Dorrsﬂ'zstary of Christ Church,
direction St Peter’s Chuech wis l)xult, an | opansl for pnoﬁc worship, Ssptember 4, 1761, on which ocoasi

snrely built thes a house to dwell in® by Rev. William Smith, D. D., Provosk of the College of Philadelphia, (now the
|| University of Pennsylvania.)
| The building is of brick, sixty feet in width, by ninety feet in length. TIn the year 1842, a tower and spn-e were added at the west eml, to accom-

0 ﬂte a chime of bells, which hiad been dnna.ted to the church, by the late Benjamin Chew Wilcocks, Esq.

interior of the church has received but faw alterations from the original design, and with its liigh backed pews, antique pulpit, etc.. isa
3 Ig]reser\’ed specimen of a church of the olden time.

he chureh-yard. are interred the remains of Rev. Jacob Duché, the first chaplain to Congress; Commodore Decatur; and other t men.
t Church and St. Peter’s were originally united in one corporation, to which St. James’ Church was added in 1810. St. James’ Chureh was
ted in 1829, and St. Peter’s Church in 1832,

Hectors, = : ]

Rev. ROBERT JENNEY, LL. D., 1761 to 1762. Died. .Tnnuary, 17 62,
Rey. RICIIARD. PE'IER.S D. D., 1762 to 1775. Dl ed Ju
Rev. JACOB DULHE, D.D. 177 5 to 17

In J une, 1758, the vestry of Christ Church resolved t

16



(10) McAllister & Brother, December, 1860, “CHRIST CHURCH, PHILADELPHIA.” Erected in 1727, the
church included among its worshipers Betsy Ross, Benjamin Franklin and George Washington. It remains

in regular use at 2™ Street above Market

CHRIST CHURCH, PHILADELPHIA.

- - @hyist Chureh,

(PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL,)
Second Street, above Muarket,

Philavelphia.

The first Church was built in 1695—the present edifice was erected on the same site in 1727. The steeple was finished, and a chime of eight bells

Rectons,

put up in 1754. -
Rev. WM. CLAYTON. 1695 to 1699. Rev EVAN EVANS, D. D., 1700 to 1718.
Rev. RICHARD WELTON, D. D, 1724 to 1726.

I
* Rev. ARCHIBALD CUMMINGS, 1726 to 1741. Rev
|
i

Rey. JOHN VICARY, 1719 to 1722,
. ROBERT JENNEY, L. L. D., 1742 to 1762.
Rev. RICHARD PETERS. D. D., 1762 to 1775. Rey. JACOB DUCHE, D. D., 1775 to 1777.
Right Rev. WILLIAM WHITE, D. D., 1779 to 1836. Rev. JOHN WALLER JAMES, 1836.
Rev. BENJAMIN DORR, D. D, from March, 1837 to this time, December 1860.

Bishop White was baptised in this Church, and ministered here sixty-four years. Benjamin Franklin appears to have been a pewholder from

l 1730 to 1790. Washington and his family worshipped heve from 1790 to 1797.
| In this Church the first two General Conventions met in.1785 and 1786, to frame an Ecclesiastical Constitution.

I The General Convention which met here in 1789, on the 16th of October, ratified. set forth, and established the ¢ Book of Common Prayer, and

Administration of the Sacraments,” &c.. “and declared it to be the Liturgy of the Church.” For numerous other interesting historical facts, sea

i

| “Dorr’s History of Christ Church, from 1695 to 1841.” 12mo., pp. 430.
| December, 1860.

Entered according to Act of Congress in the year 1860, in the Clerk’s office of the Distriet Court of the United States for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, by <
McALLISTER & BROTHER,
728 Chesnut St., Ppila,delphia,.

(11) McAllister & Brother, October, 1860, “CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY, PHILADELPHIA.” Designed by
Thomas U. Walters, architect of the U.S. Capitol expansion, this church opened in 1834.

17



CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY, PHILADELPHIA.

Clareh of the Epiphany,
(PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL,)
N. W. Corner of Chestnut and Fifteenth Streets.

Philadelphin.

A large imposing edifice with a portico of the Doric o}der, erected from plans furnished by Thomas T. Walter, EBsq., Architect of Girard Coll ge
U. 8. Capitol Ixtension, etc., etc. The Church edifice is 140 feet in length. by 70 feet in breadth. The b t and the rooms in the adjoining
nmodation for Sunday School Classes. The Pulpit and Choir are lighted by a sky-light. A >

vestry building, afford ample accom ( ( ! -
The Congregation was organized October, 1833, and incorporated February 12th, 1834. The Church was opened for public worship Augu

1834, and consecrated by Bishop White, October 12th. 1834.
' = .
Hectors,

Rev. STEPHEN HIGGINSON TYNG. D.D.. from 1833 to June, 1845.

Reyv. JAMES HENRY FOWLES, from August, 1845 to March. 1854. Died March 25, 1854.
Rev. DUDLEY ATKINS TYNG, from April, 1854 to November, 1856, Died April 19, 1858. :

Rev. WILLTAM OTIS PRENTISS, from July, 1857 to July, 185S. ?
Rey. JOIN W. CRACRAFT, from February, 1859 to the present time.

October, 1860. |

Entered according to Act of Congress in the year 1860, by MOALLISTER & BrorHER, in the Clerk’s office of the District Court of the United States for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania.
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(12) Mc Allister & Brother, February 1861, “St. Phillip’s Church, Philadelphia.” It was designed by
Mr.Johnson, Architect

19



(13) Mc Allister & Brother, December 1860, “St. Luke’s Church, Philadelphia.” It was designed and

erected under the superintendance of Thomas S. Stewart, Esq, Architect, and consecrated on October 1,
1840.

SAINT LUKE'S CHURC-L PHILADELPHIA.

lis 3 5 t k @ e U
g (PROTESTANT EP!SCOPAL,)
T hivteenth Street. below Spruce.
Philadelpbin.
This Church edifice, which was designed and erected nnder the superi d of Th S 8 t, Esq., architect, presents a fine specimen

| of the Grecian Corinthian order.
i The front exhibits a portico resting upon an elevated base. The bluldmrr is 67 feet wide by a total depth of 150 feet. The audience chamber is
| 62 feet by 77 feet, with galleries avound three sides. “The Chancel is 25 by 36 feet. Height of ceiling, 32 fuet. The church contains sittings for 1300
persons. The basement and rear building afford m.,ple { moda for ¥y School and lecture room purposes
The corner stone was laid May 24, 1839, an ch ¢ vated October 16, 1840, by the Rt. Rev. H. U. Onderdonk, D. D,

" | : ‘ Kertors.,

& - £ Rev. W. W. SPEAR, D. D . from 1840 to 1845.
Rev. M. A. DEWOLFE HOWE, D. D., from 1846 to present time.

186

e of Congress in the the Clerk’s office of tho District Court of the United States for theMmDistnalotl’onnnylmh, by
RS 2 T B R : < . e McALLISTEB & B
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(14) 1860. “st. Stephen’s Church, Philadelphia.” Designed by William Strickland, Esq., Architect, and
opened March 9, 1823.

HEN?
iE

o St. Stephen’s Gk,

(PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL,)

Tenth Strect, belween Durket and Chestnut Streets.

Philadelphia.

The Climrch presents a specimen of the Qothic Architecture of the Middle Ages, and was designed Ly William Strickiand, Ilsq., the Architect
of the U. 8. Bank, (now Custom House.) Philadelphia, State Capitol. Nashville, Tennessee, ete., ete. The edifice is 102 feet in length, by 61 feet in
extreme hreadth. The corner-stone was laid by Rt. Rev. Bishop White, May 30, 1822; the bnilding was consecrated February 27, 1823, and opened
for regular service on March 9, of the same year.

Within a few years past, the chancel, has been greatly improved. and the Church is adorned with a beautiful Mc t by Steinl to the
memory of the children of E. 8. Burd, Bsq., and with other noble works of art.

Rertors,

JAMES MONTGOMERY, D. D., from 1823 to 1834, Died March 17, 1834, % ‘. J
HENRY WILLIAM DUCACHET, M. D. D. D., from November 30, 1834 to the present time. L2 YERALS
p : : October, 1860.

Fatered aceording to Act of Congress in the year 1800, by MCALLISTER & BRoTHER, in the Clerk’s offico of the Distriot Court of the United States for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania,
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(15) Mc Allister and Brother, 1860. “St. James’ Church, Philadelphia.” Consecrated May 1, 1809.

CH, PHILAD_LPHIA

UR
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(16) Though this next stereograph is not part of the “Churches in the Parlor” series, it is an interesting
photo taken at the Grand Trion in Versailles, France built for Louis XIV. Realizing that stereo
photography began early in the 1860’s, this is undoubtedly one of the earliest photos taken at the
famous site. It was sold by Mc Allister & Brother with the store label on the reverse.
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(17)  Attributed to John Moran, this interior view of McAllister & Brother’s store at 728 Chestnut
Street in Philadelphia reveals a wide variety of stereoscopes available for examination by customers.

Note the pile of views on the left side of the table. The view also appears on page 74 of Stereoscopes:
the First One Hundred Years by Paul Wing. Copy Print by Brandt Rowles

™

(«‘ f;;-q'llut

g
r9< =5

SL - BN N —

{?i: 5 /R ﬂ‘/ﬂj

@W@wm.

D Njews of =
Scenery, Residences ang Interiors
b =2 o Ea: Tgata

TNSTANTANEOUS SUBTECTS
Steyeoscopic Views a Specia)Ty
>

INTERIgR ofF mE ALeisTER’S

STeRE PHILA pEL PHIA, £A,

cA /86
ATTR\BVTED T0 @ MORAA/

24



Dr. Zulker is the former Assistant to the President at Eastern University, St. Davids, PA, where he
served for several years as curator of the Oliver Wendell Holmes Stereoscopic Research Library and as
NSA Regional Director for the Delaware Valley.
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