****
TRACT DISTRIBUTION IN FRANKFURT

Another of our ministries at Frankfurt was the distribution of German language
Gospel tracts. On Sundays, after we had all been to church services, various members of
Youth For Christ would meet at a location such as Hauptbahnhof, or the Frankfurt Zoo,
or a bridge crossing the Main River, and greet German civilians with “Etwas zu lesen,”
Several bridges on the Main were temporarily renamed by the US military for easy
identification. Most had been badly damaged by the bombing of Frankfurt. One, “The
Brooklyn Bridge,” remained open only to foot traffic into the center of the city. Another
was “the Golden Gate Bridge” As we distributed the tracts and tried to speak German, we
hoped that the people would understand that we were asking if they would like something
to read. They politely took the tracts and we optimistically believed that many would
become Christians or become encouraged in the faith. I am sure however, that many
were simply curious about the American soldiers. Personally, I had written to several
Christian publishers in the United States requesting tracts, and they sent us many. In fact,
our YFC newsletter in September reported that we were distributing over 50,000 tracts a
month. Almost 30 different tract organizations sent them.
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Though our regular meetings were held at Roundup Chapel within the fenced
military compound, we were allowed to “sign-in” German guests. As such we met some
very fine Christians who expressed gratefulness for the liberation that the Americans and
the Allied forces had brought them even though their loss was so great. Many had seen
their homes destroyed, their city ruined and loved ones disappear in a variety of ways.
One of those individuals was Guenther Vahlberg of the nearby town of Hochst. I first met
him when I became Chaplain’s Assistant at McNair Barracks in Hochst in October 1946.
He was fifteen years old and was helping Chaplain John B. Youngs as an interpreter. The
Chaplain not only conducted service in the small chapel on the compound, but led
English speaking worship services at the Lutheran church. At that time after the war,,
many wives joined their husbands in the military and gathered together on Sundays for
worship. This was the church that Gunther and his mother attended, and we found them
to be very fine Christians. I tell more about Gunther and his mother in my life’s
“Chrono.”
A FOLLOW-UP STORY OF “ROUNDUP CHAPEL”
In November 1990, my wife Isabel, and our daughter Barbara visited Germany on
vacation. We went to Frankfurt and in addition to touring the sites that I had seen in
1946 after the bombing of 1945, we found Round-Up Chapel, as we once called it 241
Eschersheimer Strasse. It had become a Lutheran Nursery School. Though it was a
Saturday and the school was closed we found a janitor who allowed us to enter. What an
emotional moment to stand there forty-four years later and remember those deep spiritual
experiences when I was so young joining together with others in the military in singing
the praises of the Lord while so far away from home. Here I am in 1990.

*******
For the records sake, I want to list the names of some of those who participated in
Youth For Christ in Frankfurt, Germany during my stay there between February 1946 and
December 1946:
Chaplain Dwight L. Baker, 508 Parachute Infantry, Hedderheim
Chaplain Pat Patterson
Chaplain Paul J. Maddox, Chief, Y-74
Chaplain John B.Youngs, Hochst
Chaplain James O. Todd
Chaplain Katt
Chaplain O. L. Bryant, 3rd Infantry
Chaplain Gillenwaters, Bamberg
Chaplain Lloyd O. Barker, Roundup Chapel
Chaplain Eugene Myers, Bad Tolz
Chaplain Fine
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Chaplain Eli D. Richard, Wiesbaden
Chaplain McBurney
Chaplain Canafax
Chaplain Jones, Rhein-Main
Rev. Kolf
Sgt. Ernie Brooks
Sue Price
Wendel Gallup
B. C. Faulkner
Bill Dowdy
Dick Dumas
George P.Smith
David Quinten
Bill Huggins
Darrel Weage
Robert Albright

Chaplain D.W. Helm
Chaplain Linvell
Chaplain Eugene M. Robertson, Nurnberg
Rev. Douglas, from England
John Cornwell
Don Creswell
Chuck Spangler
Lil King
Bob J. Woods
Fred Rodman
Earl Adkins
Bill Dowdy
Sibyl Stump
Marvin Webb
Chuck Zulker
Bill Zulker
Harry Wilmouth
Linster Heath
Bill Bailey
Charles Race
Jim Fitts
Jim Richards
Winfred Brown
John Tarzian
Bill Young
Ormond Hampton
Ralph Shannon
Bob Walls

Of course, there were many others who both preceded us, and followed us after
we had left for the States. Hopefully, someone else will record their names and the
events that happened during their stay in Frankfurt. It would also be of interest in
knowing about other places in Germany, like Augsburg, where there were Youth For
Christ meetings.
In December 1946 I was scheduled for discharge from the Army and returned to
the United States in January 1947. My last days in Germany were over Christmas 1946
in the icy cold weather at Bremmerhaven on the North Sea waiting for the troop ship.
Frankfurt Youth For Christ continued. As I look back, I can say, with
considerable emotion, that those days and experiences helped me, not only in the
development of my walk with Christ, but they were also a foundation upon which I built
a future ministry. My heart is filled with gratefulness to the Lord for those days and for
the impact that so many individuals had upon my life.
Bill Zulker
108 Country Lane, Richland, PA 17087
zulker@comcast.net
September 2010
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